The first two chapters are devoted to the history of insanity and its treatment as known to the ancients, in which the author displays an extensive acquaintance with the medical writings of antiquity, and a happy facility in selecting the leading features in these writings, which cannot fail to render this portion of the work interesting to those who regard an acquaintance with the progress of opinion as of importance to the psychological physician. These are followed by one on modern civilization in its bearings on insanity?a subject in itself almost inexhaustible, yet, nevertheless, of paramount importance, to the student of psychology, if he wish to render himself familiar with the influence which the ever-changing circumstances in which society is placed exercise in the production and modification of insanity. A. true knowledge of the varied phenomena of insanity can only be obtained by patient and careful observation of man, his habits and peculiarities as he exists in general society, aided by the more limited but: equally important observation of the various manifestations of disordered intellect as they are presented within the walls of an asylum.
The alienist who limits his attention to the condition of the human mind as it manifests itself in hospitals for the insane can have but a. very imperfect acquaintance with those nicer shades of mental disturbance by which sanity slides into insanity, and the moral and responsible man passes into the irresponsible maniac. To 
